
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 NO EXIT New Music Association 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Winter Concerts 2017 

Your Project Summary: This CAC grant project includes two concert series of three performances each. 

The first series, January 12-15, will continue NO EXIT's tradition of an ensemble exchange with St. Paul-

based Zeitgeist in Cleveland (the ensembles perform separately and together in alternating locations), 

and the second, in February, will feature new music by the NO EXIT ensemble. Four of the six concerts will 

take place in Cleveland at Heights Art (2), SPACES, and a location still to be determined. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Samuel Sellers 
(Brooklyn, NY) 

Grace Kewl-Durfey 
(Fort Lauderdale, FL) 

Jared Shenk  
(St. Paul, MN) 

Lindsay So 
(Philadelphia, PA) 

Miguel Rodriguez 
(Boston, MA) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Somewhat 

Comment: I think this application meets a portion of each of the three funding criteria.  Performance in 

non-traditional places is a great strategy. Mostly though, I found the application to be very general. The 

project goal and measurement could be more fully developed, is there data from previous years that could 

be used for comparison.  The project goal also includes pre-performance presentations, but they are not 

a feature in the response to question #1. If they are key to the goal, they should have been discussed 

more.  The community and how it will be served could be more specific and substantiated by data, the 

response is more along the lines of what will be done for community vs how the organization will work 

with the community. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: This project doesn't meet the criteria for funding. Although some of the project narrative 

speaks to an interesting idea for the creation of new music and collaborations, the proposal lacks any 

specifics on the works to be developed: Who is the composer being engaged? Is this improvisational art? 

What is the thematic or framework for the works being created? None of the specifics are provided on 

the application. Additionally, the application seems to be plagued with multiple mistakes in the budgetary 

area: 1) At the top of Summary Page, the project budget says $0; b) in the Project Budget worksheet, the 

expenses are greater than the revenue by $4,850. This large deficit (18%) makes me wonder if the project 

can be implementable. For all these reasons, the proposal doesn't meet the funding criteria. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This application receives a "somewhat" for CAC funding. Offering free public performances and 

earmarking CAC grants to pay musicians are solid usages of funding. But in a dense application field I do 

not get a strong sense for organizational differentiation here, particularly in terms of expanding capacity, 

audience and programmatic offerings. I do recognize supporting local musicians as essential and culturally 

vibrant, hence partial funding. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this applicant meets the funding criteria. This is a great proposal that combines the 

innovation of contemporary chamber music with a new, diverse range of concert selections to bring a 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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public benefit to the community. I like that you have worked hard to keep your concerts free and open to 

the public; something many chamber groups struggle to do in the arts community. This is a great way to 

bring innovative arts to the community. I also appreciate that you have partnered with other organizations 

in different cities who are working on the same kinds of projects -- it really shows the expanding capacity 

your organization has to continue to bring creative ventures into your community. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: The applicant does not meet the funding criteria for the following reasons: 

- Diverse artists not demonstrated 

- The project goal to build audience and broaden followers by how much (number, percentage, something 

against which to hold accountable). A valuable project goal would be to measure use of online concert 

viewing 

- Community needs greater specificity. There is a community you serve and then a community (or 

multiple) that you would like to serve. It is okay to not serve everyone. How will they work with 

community? How is proposed project a reflection of applicant's understanding of community? 

- Expansion of audience is a repeated theme throughout the application as a consistent focus/goal, but 

no demonstration of effort. What have you been doing, has it worked, and how will this year be different? 

Ultimately this does not demonstrate knowledge of community to drive its work.  

It is valued that the applicant works especially with artists from NE Ohio 

 

 

 

Panelist 5 


